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Education/justice/socie
ty 

 (Cluster Synthesis Lead: 
UCP) 

Culture/politics 

(Cluster Synthesis Lead: CJD) 

Economy/leisure 
spaces 

(Cluster Synthesis 
Lead: IPI) 

Gender/sexuality 

(Cluster Synthesis 
Lead: HSE) 

P1: UNIMAN 
(UK) 

From criminalisation to 
innovation: youth penal 
voluntary sector. 

Youth mobilisations of 
ΨǎǳǎǇŜŎǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ  

  

  

P2: IPRS (Italy)   
No-TAV (anti-high-speed rail track 

movement) 

Youth activities at 

leftist/ex -squat social 

centre 

  

P3: CJD (Germany)   Ψ!ǳǘƻƴƻƳƛǎǘǎΩ   
Identity Politics of (fe-

)male Muslims 

P4: UAB (Spain) Active NEETs    

Young people involved in 

alternative building 

practices  

  

P5: UCP (Portugal) 
Young people with risk and 

deviance pathways 
    

Young gender activists 

P6: UMB (Slovakia)   NIOT (Not In Our Town) Returning young migrants    

P7: FYRN (Finland)     
Intergenerational 

contests in the media city 

Generational 

negotiations, social 

control and gendered 

sexualities 

P9: UTARTU 

(Estonia) 

Young ex-offenders and 

recidivism 

 Rural youth in Seto heritage 

region 

 

  

P11: HSE (Russia)   

Public morality and order 

activism 

People living with HIV and HIV-

activists in St. Petersburg and 

Kazan 

  

LGBTQ scene (Petersburg) 

Feminist scene  

(Petersburg) 

P12: IPI (Croatia)     
Varteks and White Stones 

όŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎΩ Ŏƭǳō 

Zagreb Pride- LGBTIQ 

NGO 

Total no. of cases 4 7 5 6 



Concept 

ÅRespondent group constructed as problematic and 
labelled (by authorities) as offenders, ex-ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜǊǎ ƻǊ Ψŀǘ 
ǊƛǎƪΩ ƻŦ ƻŦŦŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǎƻŎƛƻ-economic 
factors/deprivation: key source of conflict/tension.  

 

ÅIncreasing and varied interventions shaped by the 
political rhetoric of punitiveness resulting in a climate of 
regulation, criminalisation, stigma and reduced life 
chances.  

 

Å̧ ƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ŦƻǊƳ ŘƻŜǎ 
response/reaction take?- resistance, apathy, ambivalence 



Data collection and 
analysis 
ÅFieldwork conducted in bursts between Jan 2017 and April 2018 

Å21 individual interviews with young people aged 13-30. 

Å3 group sessions with 12 young people aged 14-29 taking part in photo-
workshops. 

ÅParticipant observation at 35 events producing field diary entries. 

ÅYoung people accessed via  

Ådrop-in voluntary support groups ΨȅƻǳǘƘ ŎƭǳōǎΩ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ψŀǘ 
ǊƛǎƪΩ in ΨǘǊƻǳōƭŜŘΨ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘǎ 

Åa mandatory arts programme for young offenders serving sentences 
(run by a 3rd sector arts-in-criminal-justice-group employed by the 
Youth offending Service)  

Analysis: data transcribed, anonymised and coded using NVivo 11 



Interview Respondents 

ÅWide scope of experience within the group; range of 
engagement with authority; complex biographies.  

ÅAll respondents have experiences of deprivation, varied 
individual and social problems.  

Å21 interviewees: 

Å10 female, 11 male 

Å12 white British, 6 Black or Black British, 3 shared heritage 

Å5 employed, 9 in education (full or part-time), 7 unemployed 

Åф ΨƭƻƻƪŜŘ-ŀŦǘŜǊΩ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ όŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅύ 

Å6 currently subject to a criminal order ςYRO, some with HDC 



Creative outputs 

Å5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎǎ 
ÅArt-based activities and video 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ÅPhoto Elicitation: 

1. Identity, place 
2. Resilience, control 
Å things that make you feel safe/secure, things that make you happy 
Å things ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ change. 



Emerging themes 

ÅComplex biographies including significant trauma ς closely 
tied with identity 

ÅMulti-layered relationships with authority (and others) 

Å{ǘƛƎƳŀΣ ƛƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƭŀōŜƭ ƻŦ ŦŀƛƭΩ 

ÅResistance, acceptance and apathy ς responses to control and 
perceived injustice (including opportunities for, and barriers 
to, agency) 



Biography 

ÅCommon experiences around poverty of opportunity, deprivation, 
multi-layered often negative relationships with authority, poor self-
image.  

 
ÅVarying degrees of challenges experienced by the respondents: 
Åpoor schooling and exclusion;  
Ådisengagement with school/training/work - NEET;  
Ålack of family/lack of support from family;  
Åcriminal record;  
ÅCurrently subject YRO - HDC tag;  
Åhistory of trauma: 
Åemotional, sexual & physical abuse;  
Åbereavement; 
Åliving in care  & moving between homes;  

Åearly motherhood - children taken into care;  
Åaddictions. 



Realities: Stigmatisation and 
the disgust agenda 
ÅTheorising stigma: from Goffman to new conceptualisations of 

stigma as power (Tyler, 2018; Link and Phelan, 2001). 

ÅThe disgust agenda 

ÅNarratives of stigma and disgust 

ÅHow it was experienced? ς examples of active stigmatisation, 
discrimination, shaming- the label of fail 

ÅHow was it felt?ς wider sense of discrimination, shame, 
awareness and unease 

Å²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎΚ  



Stigma 
 
ÅExperienced in some relationships with authority, older 

generations. Impacts on sense of self. 

ÅVisible and hidden stigmas (perceived stigma, possible stigma) 

ÅTreated as problematic ς examples of police treatment, poor 

relationships with teachers, social workers ς prejudicial, 

negative and normative discourse- young offender/young 

mother/young disengaged person. (Not just excluded but 

despised) 

ÅImpact on capacity for resilience 

 



Identity and self-image 
 ÅIdentity: criminal; troublemaker; problem (social abjection; 

challenges to social order) 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅGaining confidence through friendships, partners, positive 

relationships with voluntary workers 



Relationship with authority - a 
sense of disgust 
 
ÅMostly problematic relationships with authority : police, social 

workers. More positive depiction of relationships with voluntary 

organisation support staff 

ÅPolice: descriptions of excessive control- heavily policed, heavily 

regulatedς an exercise in youth social control. Clear sense of a 

ΨǘƘŜƳΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǳǎΩΣ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƘŜŀǾȅ-handedness, police 

over-surveillance. Frustration with police, hostility, problematic 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŎǘΦ [ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ 

police, and lack of trust from police. 

ÅSocial workers (described by young care leavers) -  ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

listen, are in control of major decisions that affect the YP- serious 

consequences eg removal of child. No respect for YP opinions, 

judgemental, YP feel they are not trusted .  



Node ς Level 2 Number of references Number of sources 

Contexts of conflict 328 53 

 

Node ς Level 1 Number of references Number of sources 

CARE HOME 14 6 

Family 44 14 

GENERAL GETTING INTO 
TROUBLE, CONFLICT WITH 
AUTHORITY 

14 9 

Injustice, state policy and 
foreign policy 

1 1 

Media 5 3 

PEERS AND PEER PRESSURE 27 9 

Police OR JUDICIAL SYSTEM 128 33 

Public places 5 4 

Racism  3 1 

Resisting norms 2 1 

SOCIAL SERVICES 25 10 

 



On the police: 

ÅI just can't be bothered with them. They hurt my ŜŀǊǎΧΦ 
They won't listen to me anyway, they'll think that I'm 
lying or something. And they chase us for no reason; 
follow us for no reason. When ǿŜΩǊŜ just riding our bikes 
they actually ride ōŜƘƛƴŘΧΦ ¢ƘŜȅϥǊŜ grown men ς don't 
they have nothing better to do? 

Å(Troy, aged 13) 

 



Responses: to stigma and 
disgust 
ÅShame (and concealment) 

ÅResistance 

ÅAmbivalence and apathy 

ÅAnger 

 

ÅAction, inaction - agency 

 



Agency: Action and inaction  
Åpatterns of resilience (and survival): huge range of responses: 

Årefusing to participate;  

Åwithdrawal ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΤ  

Åavoiding contact with authorities;  

Åplanning for the future- jobs, careers;  

Åcreativity, descriptions of activities- dancing, music, art;  

Åanti-authority/anti-society action- criminal and anti-social behaviour; 

Åmarginalisation as an enabler ς fighting back 

Ågenerative activity ς giving back  

ÅMost were individual, not organised,  

ÅActions were often a response to situated injustice 



Lack of engagement with 
organised activities. 

Non-participation, apathy 



Engaging with the rules, and with authority.   
Self-regulation, engaging with the activity 


