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Case studies 



ESTONIA 
Young ex-offenders 

24 (21 males) 

PORTUGAL 
Young people with 

risk and deviant paths 
26 (17 males) 

 

GREAT BRITAIN 
Criminalised youth 

21 (11 males) 
 

SPAIN 
NoNEETS 

21 (15 males) 

 



Key findings 



Q1 

How do young 
people respond to 
conflicts and with 
what outcomes? 

•Remaining in conflict 

•Navigating the 
conflicts 

•Actively 
searching for 
support and 

opportunities 



Q2 

What enables and 
what inhibits the 

social involvement 
of young people? 

•Generalised negative social 
representations of youth 

Amplifiers of young 
people’s discrimination 

Conflict 
generates 

conflict 

•Opportunities 
generate 

opportunities 

•The power of 
significant 

relationships 

The mediating 
role of  

Self-concept 



Inhibited by 
the label 

Apathy and 
withdrawal 

from 
interventions 

When stigma 
can become 

enabling 

Skill 
development 
and practical 

support 

Creating a 
safe space 

Modelling 
supportive 

relationships 
and recasting 

authority 

Building 
confidence 

and 
emotional 
resilience 

Promoting 
generativity:  
giving back 

Q3 
How do interventions with young people (from voluntary organisations and statutory agencies) enhance or 

inhibit youth social involvement? 
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